June 27, 2023

Letter of Support for Referendum Campaign to Stop Cop City

We, the undersigned organizations, express our support for a referendum on the Atlanta Public
Safety Training Center, commonly known as “Cop City,” and giving Atlanta voters a choice on
the future of their community.

For over two years, Atlantans across race, class, age, and neighborhood have organized to stop
the destruction of at least 85 acres of forest land and the construction of the proposed police
militarization facility.' In September 2021, over one thousand Atlanta residents offered 17 hours
of public comment regarding the project, the majority of which opposed the facility.? In May and
June of 2023, hundreds of residents offered over seven? and fourteen hours,* respectively, of
public comment that overwhelmingly rejected the Cop City proposal.

Despite these historic® demonstrations of public opposition by the people of Atlanta, their voices
were ignored. On June 5, 2023 the Atlanta City Council voted to approve $67 million in public
funding for Cop City,° despite years of promises that the facility would only cost the taxpayers
$30 million.”

Two days later, a coalition of individuals and organizations announced an initiative to put Cop
City to a direct vote by the people of Atlanta.® The right of the people to hold a referendum is
enshrined in Atlanta’s City Charter and its laws.® The effort will require gathering approximately
70,000 signatures in a 60 day period, and will offer residents a chance to repeal the land-lease
ordinance that allows the facility to be built.*

As organizations committed to equity and access to democracy, we believe in an Atlanta that
creates public safety through building community, connecting people with the resources they
need to thrive, and honoring the voices of the people. Atlantans have courageously stood for this
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vision of the future despite facing severe retaliation, and we condemn the manner in which
organizers and activists have been targeted" and intimidated.*

We see our own communities’ futures reflected in this struggle, and understand that the
democratic values under attack in Atlanta have implications for the rest of the nation. We call
upon the City of Atlanta to respect the referendum process, and to support the right of residents
to weigh in directly on an issue of critical interest to the public.
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